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you could discover in each instance, what good pwyose the
design everywhere apparent in Nature subserved.    He accord-
ingly threw to  the winds all theories and speculations about
Physical  Nature, and took  his stand boldly on a  Creative
Intelligence or Providence working for moral ends as the be-all
and end-all of existence.    Now in this, as we see,  he came
perilously   near   running   into   Religion,   the  very   note   of
whose theories of the World (if we take the six days Creation
of   Genesis  as  a  typical example) is that it represents the
World as created  out of Nothing, or some blank   form  of
Existence which is tantamount to Nothing,, by  the   fiat of
Creative Power alone.    Indeed one might almost go so far as
to say that had there been an accredited Eevelation, like that
of Christianity, ready at hand and waiting to receive him on
the shore, he must have run his little barque into it.    But, as
it was, naught but the figures   of the old Pagan, gods stood
confronting him there, and his only  course  was  to  remain
where he was, and try to discover what those moral ends were,
which the Creative Intelligence everywhere had at heart; and
havino- once discovered them,  to try and  persuade men  to
conform their lives to them.     Now it is open to men to get at
these moral ends of the Creator either by direct Revelation, as
in Religion, or by the contemplation of Nature and the Human
Mind, as in Philosophy; but  Socrates as a philosopher was
restricted entirely to the latter course, viz., of getting at the
moral ends of the Creator from the truths of  things.     But
how to discover the truths of   things"?   By  the method of
Dialectics, says Socrates.    Now this method consists simply in
takin^ a number of samples of different kinds of things, of
men, of dogs, of trees, of virtuous actions, of just dealings, of
temperate conduct, and the like, finding  out what common
quality  characterizes  each of these kinds,  and  giving  this
common quality its abstract shape or expression.    la this way
we get the true definition, or in other words the truth, of man,
dog, tree, virtue, justice, temperance and the like; and these